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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . Spagna is a spectacle which can be seen in no other capital
in the world save Rome, for it is one which is unique in its peculiar picturesqueness, and causes the spectator to
feel as though he were looking on a moving canvas of Paul Veronese. The immense white marble staircase is
occupied by a throng of people passing up and down it, and presents a perpetually changing mass of brilliant
colours. Now some cardinal, wearing his flowing scarlet robes, or some ambassador in full uniform and
blazing with orders, is escorted by footmen clad in the royal orange and red liveries of Spain, bearing lighted
torches in their hands; and now some Roman matron, sparkling with historical family jewels, leisurely mounts
or descends it. Monsignori in their purple mantles; knights of Malta with their crosses of gold and white enamel
on their breasts; officials and diplomatists decorated with the ribbons and badges of nearly all the orders in
Europe--all these are represented and pass before the eye with a bewilder ing succession of colours, as they
move to and fro among the gorgeously-painted rooms of the palace, while, conspicuous among its brilliant
surroundings is to be seen at intervals the white cap, with its stifi little bow and proper little white lace or muslin
frills, of the peculiar British head-dress, decked with which a certain sort of middle-aged Englishwoman silently
asserts her moral and mental superiority over her fellow-creatures around her. Helen...
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