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Mont Pelerin Society, 18 entries in the bibliography, language: English, comment: Dieser Aufsatz hat beim alle
zwei Jahre stattfindenden Essay-Wettberb der renommierten internationalen Vereinigung liberaler Okonomen
Mont Pelérin Society einen mit 1.000 US-$ dotierten Preis gewonnen. , abstract: Hayek emphasises two
requirements for an international order. Firstly the development of a framework of purpose-independent
abstract rules and secondly the fields where true agreement between different kinds of 'weltanschauung' could
be obtained. By regarding his first argument, in search of the origin of social rules, a critical examination of
Hayek's theory of cultural evolution can show that in general the evolvement of rules needs to be guided by
constraining rules of a higher level and that in the special case of rules for an international order such meta-
rules could not be presupposed. Concerning the second requirement, the fields in which true agreement
between cultures could be reached, his own epistemology can give us precious indications to the core of the
problem. Hayek's epistemological argument of the boundedness of the human mind has shown us that
intercultural agreement concerning specific objects could fail because of the absence of overlapping cognitive
structures concerning the basis of those rules. The case of protected domains has served as such an example.
Such problems could be theoretically examined by the new research program of the 'Cultural Economics'
which combines the knowledge of a diversity of social sciences. 24 pp. Englisch.
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