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This is the transcript of an informal workshop on The Molecular Aspects of Development held at the Nittany
Lion Inn of The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania, on July 19-21, 1965. It was
organized by The Pennsylvania State University Biophysics Department under the sponsorship of the University
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Its purpose was to bring together scientists actively
doing research in different areas of differentiation and development. Researchers from several disciplines
doing work on many different biological systems were invited to give presentations of their work. These
presentations were informal and discussion was invited at all times. In addition to those invited to give talks,
participants were invited from many related departments at the University. A complete list of all participants is
given following this preface. This conference reflects the growing interest in the problems of differentiation and
development as attacked from the molecular point of view. The combined backgrounds and methods of many
disciplines such as biochemistry, biophysics, cell biology, genetics, microbiology, physical chemistry, physics,
mathematics and others are being brought to bear on this problem and the potential reward is great. An
interdisciplinary approach to this problem is necessary and should be emphasized. Free informal
communication between scientists with differing backgrounds and viewpoints is essential. We feel that this
conference was a successful step in that direction and as such was valuable to all participants. We hope that
this publication of the presentations and discussions will be useful to the student, teacher and researcher who is
interested in the problem of development in biological systems. The conference was taped and transcribed.
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