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War means destruction. This is self-evident, but how few realise it! In Great Britain not one in a hundred
thousand. When an Englishman speaks of war he calls up some vision of a hand-to-hand fight; some romantic
picture of a Soldier s farewell. War to the British nation has never meant anything more than a disagreeable
increase in the income tax, a little shouting, a little weeping. The idea has never conveyed any risk of personal
loss or personal ruin. We have been engaged in a dozen wars during the past fifty years; some serious, but all so
far away that they could be viewed with calmness. The casualty lists were very sad of course. But we put up a
few nice marble memorials. The War Office of the period behaved as all British War Offices have ever done. It
was cursed and then all went on as before. The politician interfered as all politicians will do. When he made too
flagrant a blunder he was disgraced as Joseph Chamberlain was. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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