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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The cottage, in which the Martins resided, was a quaint-looking white-
washed tenement, which opened into the burying-ground of the small Gothic church, within whose walls the
prayers of many generations had been offered up. It stood in an isolated position, on the other side of the
heath, and was approached by the same deep sandy lane, which ran in front of the farm, and round the base
of the hill, commanding a fine view of the sea. A few old elms skirted the moss-covered stone-wall that
surrounded the churchyard, adding much picturesque beauty to the lonely spot, casting their fantastic
shadows in sunlight and moonlight upon the long rows of nameless graves that clustered beneath them. These
grassy tenements, so green and quiet, looked the abodes of perfect peace, a fitting resting place, after the
turmoil of this sorrowful life, to the rude forefathers of the little hamlet, which consisted of a few thatched mud
cottages, that clustered round the church, and formed a straggling street, -the public-house in the centre, a
building of more recent date, being the most conspicuous dwelling in the place. This was the evening resort of
all the idlers in the neighbourhood; and standing near the coast, and only two miles distant from a large sea-
port town, was much frequented by sailors and smugglers, who resorted thither to drink and gamble, and hear
Jonathan Sly, the proprietor, read the weekly paper, and all the news of the war. Dorothy, in her walks to and
from the parsonage, generally avoided the public thoroughfare, and turned off through a pathway field, which
led to the back of the house, having several times encountered a gang...
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